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My DBS Experience

I am Ginelle Rivera and I was a
Filipino exchange student from the
University of Asia and the Pacific
who had the opportunity to study in
Seoul under a co-operation agreement
between my school and the Dongguk
Business School. Along with six other
participants, I enrolled into DBS’s
spring term program which gave me
the chance to experience living and
studying in Seoul from March to June
2013. The Dongguk Business School
allowed my colleagues and me to
enlist four subjects which is equivalent
to 12 units for the term. Other than
that, we were given dormitory rooms
and monthly allowances for the
duration of our stay, In exchange
for all of these, we had to become
tutors in the DBS’s English Zone (or
more commonly known as E—zone), an
English tutorial program, which gave
us a way to interact with eager and
friendly Korean schoolmates from
the Business School and help them in
learning the English language.

My academic life in the Dongguk
Business School started with my
awkward and funny introductions
to the professors, whose subjects
I enlisted in, and my classmates,
particularly the ones I became group
mates with. Due to the language
barrier, I had to get through a couple
of sessions relying on my weak
Korean writing and speaking skills
especially during group meetings.
There were times when I felt very
inadequate because I could not
contribute much to group projects
because I could not communicate
my ideas well, What also came as a
surprise was the fact that I was in
a group of diversified members from
age to nationality because I was used
to being in a group that I can easily
relate to. I also became nervous at
times when the professors would give
out quizzes and exams because I
was new to their systems and even
if T have faced a lot of those things
before, everything still felt new. I also

saw how my classmates really studied
hard and for hours that are much
longer than my average studying time.
There was a lot of pressure to keep
up and not to be seen as a freeloader
to my group mates. Sometimes, I also
felt embarrassed towards my E-zone
tutees whenever I come in late or I
have to cancel my session with them
due to particular reasons.

Despite it all however, I was able
to overcome the various problems
and insecurities of being a foreigner
studying in the DBS. I really
appreciate how my professors became
very considerate as they took time
and effort to explain (up to the
point where they would personally
ask if I needed any help at all). My
classmates and group mates, on the
other hand, gave me a lot of support
by being effective translators and
reliable friends. Whenever we had to
meet outside for group meetings, they
made sure I was updated frequently
and assisted in a lot of ways possible.
These new friends also brightened
up my day through giving simple
gifts such as a cup of coffee or
an order of bagel from the nearest
coffee shop - just to get through
late nights of working on a lot of
requirements. On the topic of E-zone,
I may have been a tutor, but in turn,
I realized that along with helping
my tutees, I learned a lot from them
as well. I may have had concerns
with regards to communicating my
thoughts and ideas properly, but a
lot of them became really patient

and understanding about it. Some of
them even went the extra mile and
gave me the opportunity to personally
experience the Korean culture,

Life in the Dongguk Business School
may have been nerve-wracking at
first, but in all sorts of ways, it
was fun and engaging. Classroom
activities were either dull or exciting,
but regardless, participating in those
activities and listening in lectures
helped me shape a new perception
about myself which showed me
that I could be more positive and
hardworking. As a student taking up
management, having the experience
to interact with people of diverse
backgrounds introduced me to a whole
new level of work which I could use
in the field of business. My DBS
experience formed a huge part of my
four-month stay in Seoul as it was the
one which started it and as an ending
note, I would like to show extreme
gratitude again to the Dongguk
Business School administrative
board and the assistants, and the
professors whose classes 1 took for
making my learning in DBS possible.
To my respective groups from my
International Management, Marketing,
and Market Research classes, and my
four E-zone tutees, this whole DBS
experience became a
wild and enjoyable
roller-coaster ride and
I know it would not
be possible if it was
not because of you
guys, so thank you.

GineII Rivera
(UA&P, 3Y3)
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